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alright. I have written three times to thank you for
the lovely brooch. It's a joy and came quite alright
and in time for Christmas. I am working very hard at
Irish. If I can learn at my time of life, I think it will
be a record. I wrote you a lot about it in my last letter,
which you may have got by now. One thing I like in
it is the liberty. English ties you down. If you are
going to be considered educated, you must speak and
spell in the same way as those who are belonging to the
ruling clique. They clip words and talk slang and it is
all very ugly. Now in Irish, localisms are not like
English accent, but add expression and beauty. Spell-
ing, voices and words vary, and most of the changes
seem to be made to soften and beautify the sound, while
in English much seems to be sacrificed to speed. I
think that probably the language has a good deal to
say to the development of the pretty soft Irish voices
one hears everywhere. I often wish that the Irish
musical scale, with its quarter-tones, had not been
civilised out of existence. I feel that there is some faint
echo of it in the innumerable vowel sounds that glide
into each other and seem almost interchangeable. I
am so full of it all that I must write about it, though
maybe it's dull to you. But there's not much to write
about in here. I am sure we axe going to have some
great authors, once the younger generations get in on
the language. Are you writing anything much? I
wish we had you here for a laureate ! I'd love to see
you writing to order of the Republic! though I'm
afraid you'd only get tragic themes, with now and then
a dash of broad farce.
I wonder what your plans are and I do hope that you
will stay in the land of the sun for the present. I think
that England is getting into a very bad way and any-
thing might happen there. After the Napoleonic Wars
they met the trade depression by shipping off hundreds